To The Honorable ____________________

I’m writing you today as a concerned citizen deeply worried about actions proposed by the Federal Communications Commission.  The chairman of the FCC has made public his desire to silence some TV channels and take that spectrum, back for the federal government to sell to communications giants such as AT&T and Google.  This action would supposedly provide the path for a national broadband plan.  The FCC’s stance is that there is a need for this action because there is a lack of spectrum to provide for future needs in the U.S.

But this alleged lack of spectrum is uncertain.  What is certain is that thousands of Christian television programs and churches will lose their broadcast voices on the large number of community television stations that provide airtime for Christian messages.

There is a second horrifying aspect to this action that is contrary to everything we stand for in America.  The large, profitable, full power stations would be paid for the assets being taken by the FCC.  But unless the proposed language of the bills before Congress are changed, thousands of small stations would effectively be confiscated by the government without compensation to the families, churches, and independent entrepreneurs that built these humble LPTV, Class A, and translator stations throughout the country.

These stations were granted their licenses to use the airwaves to serve their local communities.  Many of them provide the only diversity of expression available in those communities that are often underserved by the large, network affiliates.

Many of these small, low-power stations carry family oriented, religious, and minority language programming that is produced by and directed to their respective communities in their areas of license.  While these small stations may not generate significant amounts of revenue they are often recognized by local non-profit organizations, as well as local governments, for their service.  This is the case with Watchmen Broadcasting, WBPI TV-49, a Class A station that I proudly watch and is making an impact in my local community.
There is one more item to consider as we examine the FCC’s potential plan.  

The technology already exists to allow these small stations to actually serve as a solution for the country’s need for increased spectrum/airwaves.  Many of these low power stations could provide resources to their community that would greatly assist the overall national broadband plan.

Instead of placing even more of our country’s communication outlets in the hands of the powerful few gate-keepers, who have little concern for Christian morals and messages the history of this nation’s freedom of communication and exchange would seem to call for diversity of ownership and opportunities for small stations to continue to serve their local areas.

I urge you to investigate further the plan being proposed by the FCC and to look into the truth regarding the supposed lack of spectrum in the country.  Please do not allow our country’s communication outlets in the hands of the powerful few gate-keepers who have little concern for Christian morals and messages.  Your support for a bill that (1) allows TV broadcasters flexible use of spectrum to which they are currently licensed and (2) for the inclusion of LPTV, Class A and Translator stations as TV Broadcasters will make sure that LPTV owners and operators who are mostly small businesses and minority-owned, are given the chance to provide communities with quality local programming.  Thank you for your time and careful consideration in this matter.
Sincerely,

